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Flowers for algernon, by Daniel Keyes


1. Charlie Gordon is the main-character in this novel. He is a retarded young man that works at Donner’s bakery as a floorsweeper. Charlie, who is a very vulnerable person, is aware of that he is not very smart and he is not satisfied with his problem. He would like to be like anyone else or maybe even smarter than anyone. His willingness and motivation to get smart is the main-story in the novel.


Prof. Nemur is a man that wants to be famous and have a successful career. He is the one that gives Charlie the instructions during the experiments. Prof. Nemur sees the opportunity to become famous if he can get Charlie smarter just like he did with the mouse, Algernon. The professor is probably actually a nice person but Charlie does not like him because he treats Charlie more like a test-object than a human being.


Dr Strauss cares more about Charlie as a person than prof. Nemur does. Dr Strauss is the one that performs the operation on Charlie. Charlie likes Dr Strauss because he is helping him through the experiments.


Miss Kinnian is Charlie’s teacher. She was Charlie’s teacher also before the operation and she notices how Charlie is getting smarter. Miss Kinnian is the one together with Charlie’s sister, Norma, that allowes the operation on Charlie. Throughout the improvement of Charlie’s brain capacity Charlie perceives Miss Kinnian with new eyes and falls in love with her.


Algernon is a special white mouse, much smarter than any other mouse. That is because a remarkable operation that has been performed on Algernon and now he is a genious among mice. Before the operation on Charlie, Algernon outpaced Charlie whenever they Charlie and Algernon ran a race. How did that mouse get to be so special, Charlie wonders?


Norma is Charlies sister. She felt ashamed of Charlie when Charlie was a kid. And she even told her friends that he was not her real brother. Norma had not seen Charlie since he was a small kid before the operation and when she finally meets Charlie again she is happy to see him become smarter.


2. This novel takes place in New York, USA. Why it happens in the USA is a difficult question. Maybe because the USA always want to be the greatest and the first ones in the technology and the science-world to invent something. For example in this book the scientists want to find an answer to ”if it is possible to increase human intelligence artificially?”. I take for granted that this novel takes place in present time or in the future. Sometimes my thoughts went to the Nazi-period in Europe where retarded people weren`t acceptable. But I don`t think that time is realistic in this book because then Prof. Nemur or Dr Strauss wouldn`t treat Charlie as well as they did.


3. Charlie Gordon is a gentle and amiable retarded man that wants to get smart because of many reasons. He works in a factory and he thinks his co-workers don`t take him seriously enough. Charlie knows, he is not as bright as most people around him but he wants to change. When Charlie’s night-school teacher, Miss Kinnian, hears about an succesful experiment on a mouse she recommends Charlie to the scientists. Charlie is a good candidate because he is very willing and motivated to become smarter. The mouse; Algernoon, became smarter than any other of his mouse-peers. And now the same thing is hopefully going to happen with Charlie. The operation works and after it Charlie is getting smarter. He learns faster when Miss Kinnian teaches him and becomes able to spell. It is easy to see how Charlie improves in his progress reports. In his first report he writes ”progris riport” and he does not know that is the wrong spelling. Charlies getting smarter and smarter and at last as the climax of the story he is probably the smartest man in the world. But Charlie is not always satisfied with his new situation. After he had fallen in love with Miss Kinnian and been fired from the 

bakery he comes to a congress for scientists. Charlie doesn`t like the way Prof Nemur is treating him. He feels he is just showed up like an object and not like an human being. Charlie escapes to New York City and begins a new life. Charlie lives in a flat and his neighbour is a girl called Fay. She is a wild girl that likes to party. Charlie starts to go out with her and they begin a relationship with each other. But soon Charlie gets tired of the wild life and he returns to the laboratory. There he hears about Algernon getting worse and losing his intelligence. Charlie realizes that the same thing is going to happen to him and he starts to try to find a cure for himself while he is still smart. But Charlie he can not do anything and he realizes he will die just like Algernon did. The end is not happy it is more like a tragedy. 


4. When Charlie realizes he is going to die he is saying in the last sentence ”please if you get a chanse put some flowrs on Algernons grave in the bak yard”. There of the title of the novel ”Flowers for Algernon”. Charlie wants flowers on Algernon’s grave and then he is implied that he also would like to have flowers on his own grave.


5. Charlies motivation came mostly from what his mother had wanted him to be. She wanted him to be smart and get a good job. Miss Kinnian also gave him inspiration to become smart. Charlie also wanted to show his sister that he was her real brother and become what she wanted him to be. Norma, Charlie’s sister had never accpted Charlie for being retarded and she even told her friends that he was not her real brother.  Charlie always had suspected his friends to mock him and to be made smart was irrestible for him, even though there was a chance that the results of the operation would only be temporary. Charlie wanted his co-workers to accept him. 


6. The main conflict in Charlie’s life is that Prof. Nemur does not treat him like a human being. Instead Charlie is treated more like a test-object. But even though Charlie is getting smarter he is very unstable with his feelings and emotions. There are two Charlies. One smart Charlie and one old retarded Charlie in his own mind. For an example when Charlie falls in love with Miss Kinnian. He doesn`t know how to react or how to understand what love is about. Many of Charlies friends turn their back on him when he got smarter and that made Charlie feel bad. He felt he was treated like an object by Prof Nemur and he did not even have his old friends left because he became too smart. Charlies main conflict was never solved.

7. Charlie understood that he was being used by Prof Nemur and Dr Strauss. He thought that Prof Nemur only was thinking about his career and celebrity. This made Charlie feel very sad at first but after he had a quarrel with Prof Nemur he was rather angry than sad.


8. The novel was a good one and pretty easy to understand and get through. I think Charlie got more problems the more he was improving. It is kind of sick to do an operation on a human being like that. He didn`t feel happier in his mind because he became smarter. It came to be the opposite effect when Charlie started to put together the pieces of his former life. Now he apprehended his surrounding in another way and he could not understand it. I felt sorry for Charlie because of his mentally problems and bad self-confidence. He always thinks that the friendship shown by his factory friends is fake, he thinks they are sorry for him and Charlie feels shame. Every human has to accept herself for what she is. You can not change your personality just because you think your friends would like it, and if you do you will probably have problems with your mind. I think every human sometimes has a problem with her mind and self-confidence especially during the teenage. The problem is a difficult one and I can not give an answer to it. But I think the best way is to try to accept yourself for what you are and do not try to be like somebody else.

